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The approach of Sheikh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah in

interpreting the verses of faith

Dr. Abdul Rahman bin Ibrahim bin Abdulaziz Al-Olayan - Assistant Professor in the
Department of Doctrine at the College of Sharia at Qassim University.
aialiean@qu.edu.sa

Research Summary:

The righteous predecessors paid attention to the verses of belief; Because the Holy Qur’an is
the primary source of reception and reasoning, and their approach to interpreting it was
followed by Sheikh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, so great care was taken to follow this approach,
whether in the aspect of establishing the truth, or rejecting falsehood, especially with
penetrating insight given to him by God, and a great connection with the Book of God. God
Almighty and His sciences, and knowledge of the articles of the deviant Islamic sects and the
source of their misguidance, which did not uphold the authority of the Mighty Book directly,
or followed from it the ambiguous ones, and abandoned the decisive.

There was an urgent need to clarify the features of this imam’s approach, and to identify its
characteristics, especially with regard to the interpretation of the Qur’an by the Qur’an in
matters of faith. Because interpreting the Qur’an by means of the Qur’an is the most correct
and best method of interpretation if it agrees with the rest of the Qur’an and does not contradict
it, and is clear and without any fuss about it. Because many of the ways of interpreting the
Qur’an with the Qur’an are based on the interpreter’s ijtihad and his opinion in linking the two
verses with what seemed to him of clarifying one with the other. With this authentic approach,
one will be safe from deviation, God willing.

This research also reveals some of the characteristics of Sheikh al-Islam’s approach in
interpreting the verses of the faith, which are represented by depth, strength, honesty,
consistency, clarity, and comprehensiveness.

Keywords: (methodology, Sheikh of Islam, Ibn Taymiyyah, interpretation, the Qur’an by the
Qur’an, doctrine).
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