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Imam Bukhari’s Narrations in His Sahih from His Teachers:
Forms of Reporting That Imply Either Hearing or Not Hearing A
Theoretical and Applied Study

Dr. Abdullah bin Rashid AlShabramy
Associate Professor of Hadith, Department of Sunnah and Its Sciences, Faculty of
Sharia and Islamic Studies, Qassim University

shbrmie@qu.edu.sa

Abstract

This research discusses the implicit forms of narration used by Imam Bukhari in his Sahih
regarding his teachers from whom he is confirmed to have heard and narrated. The focus is on
two main aspects: the theoretical aspect, which includes a discussion of terminological issues
related to the transmission by hadith scholars, their opinions, and evidence, as well as the
methodological preference among them; and the practical aspect, which examines Imam
Bukhari’s editorial practices in his Sahih, including their types, explanations, and analysis
according to the research plan.

The research aims to highlight Imam Bukhari’s hadith craftsmanship in his Sahih and reveal
the possible objectives and purposes behind his avoidance of explicit narration formulas such
as "Sa" (he told me), "3l (he informed me), or "<xau” (I heard), and his use of other
ambiguous formulas that could imply either hearing or not hearing. The study analyzes these
formulas and their implications in detail, considering issues of connection, interruption, or
suspension in the context of hadith.

The researcher employs an inductive and analytical approach. One of the key findings is that
Imam Bukhari’s use of non-explicit narration formulas from his teachers serves to indicate a
deficiency in meeting his criteria, whether in terms of the chain of narration or the text, which
he points out by avoiding explicit narration formulas.

The researcher recommends focusing on specialized hadith studies that elucidate Imam
Bukhari’s methodology in addressing hadith issues in his Sahih.

Keywords: Sahih Bukhari, narration formulas, defects, commentary, connection.
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