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The Hadiths and Narrations Regarding Changing the Place of Performing Sunnah

(voluntary) Prayer from the Place of Fard (Obligatory) Prayer:

A Hadith and Jurisprudential Study

Dr. Saleh bin Furayh al-Bahlal
Professor at the College of Sharia and Law, Majmaah University

Mail: saleh.f.o@gmail.com

Research Summary:

This research examines apractice of some people who wants to perform prayer (Salah),
whereby when they want to perform Sunnah (voluntary) Prayer, they move from the place
where they performed the Fard (obligatory) prayer to another (nearby) location when they wish
to perform the Sunnah (voluntary) prayer. The study concludes that it is permissible to change
the place if the intention is to distinguish between the Fard (obligatory) and Sunnah (voluntary)
prayers .

If this distinction is achieved through speech, it is not disliked (means it is permisible)
to perform the Sunnah (voluntary) prayer in the same location as the Fard (obligatory) prayer,
regardless of whether the one performing it is the imam or a follower.

However, for the imam, it is further recommended that he move to face the
congregation, as this was the regular practice of the Prophet (peace be upon him). The speech
that suffices for the separation can be in the form of remembrance (dhikr), and it is not required
to be normal human speech or utterances The applied approach is analytical and inductive.

Keywords: obligatory prayer, voluntary prayer, place, prophetic hadith
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