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Civil Liability in Nuclear Accidents Resulting from the Peaceful Uses of

Nuclear Energy

A Comparative Analytical Study

Dr. Mohammed bin Khaled bin Abdullah Al-Luhaidan

Associate Professor in the Department of Sharia Politics - High Institute of Judiciary - Imam
Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University

malluhaidan@imamu.edu.sa

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and may peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad and all his family and companions.

Civil liability for nuclear accidents is of a special nature and cannot be viewed through the
traditional lens of civil liability in general. It requires a different perspective in which
alleviating the burden of proof for the injured party becomes the norm, due to the ambiguity
involved in uncovering such accidents. In a nuclear accident, there is an abnormal situation
characterized by the release of radioactive materials or high levels of radiation that can cause
harm to health, property, and the environment. Therefore, civil liability specific to nuclear
accidents is based on three pillars: the nuclear accident, nuclear damage, and the causal
relationship between the nuclear accident and the nuclear damage. This liability is confined
to the operator of the nuclear facility, and the operator can only be absolved of liability in
four specific cases: The first case is the exemption from liability due to the expiration of the
statute of limitations; the second case is the exemption from liability if the accident is directly
caused by armed conflict, hostile actions, civil war, or armed rebellion; the third case is the
exemption from liability if the damage results from the actions of the injured party; and the
fourth case is the exemption from liability if the damage occurs within the site of the facility
itself. The specific provisions of this liability are scattered throughout this research, which
lays down the legal foundations of civil liability according to the rules and principles specific
to nuclear accidents.

Keywords: Liability, civil, accidents, damages, nuclear.
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