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The Legal responsibility of the Sea Carrier in the Contract for
Sea Transport of Goods in Accordance with Saudi Law: A

Comparative Study

Dr. Ali Saleh Alzahrani
Associate Professor — Department of Law- College of Business Administration-
Prince Sattam Bin Abdulaziz University

a.alzahrani@psau.edu.sa

Abstract:

This study investigates the legal nature of a maritime carrier’s liability in contracts for the
transportation of goods, focusing on its legal foundation within the legal system of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It defines the time frame during which the carrier is responsible for
the goods under its custody and identifies situations in which the carrier’s liability is established
towards the rights holder.

The research also explores the legal entitlements of the rights holder, particularly regarding
exemptions from liability, and outlines circumstances where the carrier may be exempt from
responsibility. Additionally, it examines the possibility of limiting the carrier’s liability for any
losses incurred while the goods are under its care.

Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, the study reviews the provisions of the Saudi
Commercial Maritime System, comparing them with relevant treaties, agreements, and
national legislation. Furthermore, it references national court rulings and decisions to analyse
established legal precedents. This approach has allowed the study to address its central
questions, clarify ambiguities, and offer a set of recommendations to decision-makers, judges,
researchers, and stakeholders for improving the commercial maritime system.

Keywords: Exemption from Liability — Loss of Goods — Limitation of Liability — Commercial
Contracts — Maritime Law
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