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Characterization of the Process of Maritime

Piloting in the Saudi Law and Islamic Jurisprudence

An Analytical Study

Dr. Ahmed Abdullah Sufran
Associate Professor of Law (Commercial Law)
Faculty, Department of Jurisprudence and its Fundamentals, College of Sharia
and Fundamentals of Religion, King Khalid University, Abha, Saudi Arabia
a.sufran@kku.edu.sa
Abstract:

Research Abstract:

Maritime journeys begin and end with pilotage operations. Vessels must rely on pilots
to guide them safely to destinations without delay or damage. Any error may result in
substantial losses, highlighting the importance of legally characterizing pilotage to determine
liability.

Legal scholars differ in characterizing this operation. This research analyzes prevailing
approaches to its legal characterization, establishing parameters ensuring alignment with
regulatory texts and practical reality.

The research concludes that maritime pilotage characterization varies according to
statutory provisions; constituting either a contract or regulatory relationship. Most modern
maritime laws make pilotage mandatory, regulating its rules and determining liabilities in ways
that deviate from established contractual liability principles. Accordingly, pilotage is
characterized as a regulatory relationship, with pilots classified as public officials under Islamic
jurisprudence, while being private employees in optional pilotage.

Keywords:
Figh characterization, legal characterization, maritime piloting, Saudi law, Islamic
jurisprudence.
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