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Known Matters of Religion by Necessity: An Analytical

and fundamentalist Study

Dr. Hanan Younis Mohammed Al-Qudaimat
Associate Professor, Department of Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence
College of Sharia, Qassim University

kdiemat@qu.edu.sa

Abstract:

This study conducts an analytical and fundamentalist examination of the term “known matters
of religion by necessity” to trace the origins and evolution of this concept in the works of
Islamic jurists, focusing on the term necessary knowledge.” I argue that this term serves as the
foundational root of the concept. The study tracks the definition of knowledge, its types, and
levels, with special emphasis on the two primary categories: necessary knowledge and
theoretical knowledge. This exploration clarifies the precise meaning of “known matters of
religion by necessity” and elucidates the relationship between “necessary knowledge” and
“known matters of religion by necessity.” It also illustrates how the study term branches from
necessary knowledge and examines its theological, jurisprudential, and doctrinal implications
as developed through juristic discourse.

The research is divided into three main sections: The first section discusses the meaning of
knowledge, its types, the distinction between necessary and theoretical knowledge, and the
subdivisions within each type. The second section addresses the meaning of “known matters
of religion by necessity,” its types, and its levels. The third section focuses on the implications
of “known matters of religion by necessity,” such as the ruling on excommunicating its deniers,
the position of ijtihad (independent reasoning) and taqlid (emulation) in relation to it, and its
common places of inquiry.

Finally, the study concludes with a summary of key findings and recommendations, as well as
a list of references and sources.
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