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The difference between Imams Al-Askari and Ibn Makula

in the accuracy of Al-Mu'talif and Al-Mukhtalif

Dr. Omer Ahmed Mohammed Al-Zain
Assistant Professor in the Department of Hadith and it's Sciences
at the College of the Holy Qur’an,
at the University of the Holy Qur’an and Islamic Sciences in Omdurman, Sudan.

Wadalzain00@hotmail.com

Abstract: The study focused on an aspect of Al-Mu'talif wa Al-Mukhtalif, a discipline
concerned with verifying names, lineages, and titles that are similar in writing but different in
pronunciation. The research aimed to compile instances of differences in accuracy and
restriction between Imam Al-Askari in his book Tashifat Al-Muhaddithin and Imam Ibn
Makula in his book Al-Ikmal, while attempting to reconcile or prefer one over the other when
possible, after consulting other sources of this discipline and related references. The study also
examined the reasons behind these differences in Al-Mu'talif wa Al-Mukhtalif. The
significance of this research lies in the importance of both books in this field, the scholarly
status of their authors, and the value of comparing Ibn Makula’s accuracy with that of others,
as his work is considered a primary reference in the discipline. The research concluded that
differences in accuracy were found in 67 biographical entries. In most cases, Ibn Makula’s
accuracy was preferred, as it was either correct or more widely accepted. However, in a few
cases, Al-Askari’s accuracy was favored, while some entries allowed for both readings, and in
others, no clear preference could be determined. The study recommends further comparative
research on books related to Al-Mu'talif wa Al-Mukhtalif to refine and verify the discipline
further. Additionally, it emphasizes the importance of sources that address the accuracy of Al-
Mu'talif wa Al-Mukhtalif beyond the specialized books of this discipline.

Key words: Difference, Al-Askari, Ibn Makula, Al-Mu'talif, Al-Mukhtalif.
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