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The External Significance by Abu Hayyan in his Interpretation
of Al-Bahr Al-Muheet: Surat Al-Baqara, An Applied Study

Prof. ABDULLAH BIN SALEH BIN ABDULLAH AL-KHUDAIRI
Professor in The Qur’an and the Sunnah- College of Da'wah and Fundamentals of
Religion, Umm Al-Qura
askhedhairi@uqu.edu.sa

Abstract:

The issue of this research lies in the fact that the external significance, despite its
importance, and Abu Hayyan's concern for it, has not been studied yet, which is what this
research undertakes to explain. It aims to clarify the status of the external significance
according to Abu Hayyan in the interpretation of the Holy Quran, and to clarify the functions
of the external significance according to him.

The researcher has adopted the descriptive, inductive, and analytical approach, and
concluded that Imam Abu Hayyan had a special interest in explaining what is indicated by the
externals of the texts, that the status of the external significance is clear to him through its many
functions he performs and contributes to reaching a good understanding of the texts, clarifying
the meanings, weighting, refuting some of the sayings in the interpretation, among those
functions that Abu Hayyan mentioned in Surat Al-Baqarah: The external significance of the
generality and the specificity, the external significance of the pronoun interpreter, the external
significance of the resumption or conjunction, the external significance to specify the addressee
and the intended meaning, the external significance of the absolute or the restriction, the
external significance of the truth or the metaphor, the external significance of the omission, the
external significance of the meanings of the letters, and the external significance of the
establishing or affirmation.

The researcher came out with recommendations, including: The study of Abu Hayyan's
weightings in his book Al-Bahr Al-Muheet in full, a comparison was made between Abu
Hayyan's interpretation, and Al-Muharir Al-Wajiz fi Tafsir Al-Kitaab Al-Aaziz, by Ibn Attia,
with regard to working with the external meaning of the Quranic text as well.

Keywords: External Significance, Abu Hayyan, Interpretation of Al-Bahr Al-Muheet,

Surat.
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