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The Semantic Differences between the Term “Wrongdoing”
and the Terms “Disobedience,” “Sin,” and “Misdeed” — A Study

of Differences in Qur’anic Preaching Terminology

Dr. Naser bin Khalifa bin Ahmed Al-Loghani
Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Faith and Preaching - College of Sharia and
Islamic Studies - Kuwait University
naser.alloghani@ku.edu.kw

Abstract:

This study focuses on three Qur’anic terms similar to the term “wrongdoing”: “disobedience,”
“sin,” and “misdeed.” It compares these terms and clarifies their relationship to “wrongdoing”
by uncovering the semantic differences in how the Qur’an uses them, and the preaching-related
rulings that arise from these differences. The research problem centers on revealing the actual
relationship between these three terms and “wrongdoing”: are they synonymous or not?

To address this, the researcher employed a deductive and comparative inductive approach,
examining these three terms in all their occurrences in the Qur’an and then comparing them.
The study concluded that the Qur’an uses these three terms to refer to forbidden wrongdoings
committed intentionally and knowingly. This is the main distinction from the term
“wrongdoing,” which does not require intention, knowledge, or accountability. Therefore,
condemnation is deemed appropriate for actions by a person who is insane, a minor, forgetful,
or someone who misinterprets matters—even if their actions are not described as disobedience,
sin, or misdeed.

It also became clear that using the word “sin” indicates a more severe level than “misdeed”
when both occur in the same context, while “disobedience” focuses on opposing a command.
The use of “sin” suggests the punishment that follows, and the use of “misdeed” highlights the
nature of the act itself, namely its absolute repulsiveness. Furthermore, the Qur’an warns of

immediate punishment for “sin” and both immediate and delayed punishment for
“disobedience,” which is the most common case.

Keywords: wrongdoing, disobedience, sin, misdeed, Qur’anic terminology, preaching.
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