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Sustainable Environmental Development in Islam

The Saudi Green Initiative as a Model

Dr. Khulud bint Mubarak Al-Harbi

Assistant Professor of Islamic Culture, Department of Islamic Studies, College of Humanities
and Social Sciences, Princess Noura bint Abdulrahman University
kmalharbi@pnu.edu.sa

Abstract: This research addresses the issue of sustainable environmental development
according to the Islamic vision, which combines the material dimension with the dimension of
faith and values, explaining the Islamic vision of both the environment and sustainable
development. It derives the Islamic vision of sustainable environmental development based on
two fundamental dimensions: the development of the human spirit and mind, and the
construction and sustainability of the earth.

The research showed that the relationship between humans and the environment is an
existential relationship centered on the physical and spiritual unity between them, a functional
relationship centered on harnessing, and a harmonious relationship centered on human
responsibility.

The research concluded that sustainable environmental development in Islam is based on three
foundations: monotheism, purposefulness, and harnessing, with the aim of preserving and
protecting the environment and investing in accordance with Islamic moral values:
trustworthiness and stewardship, mercy and compassion, and justice. It also aims to address
future environmental responsibilities in order to preserve the environment's right to
sustainability and the right of future generations to care for their environmental needs. The
research also addressed the Saudi Green Initiative, its objectives, and its relationship to the
Kingdom's Vision 2030, explaining its importance and contribution to achieving sustainable
environmental development.

The research confirmed that the Islamic vision is best suited to solving the problem of
sustainable environmental development.

Keywords: environment, development, sustainability, Islamic, visio.
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