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The Development of the Concept of Religion

among Protestants

A Ciritical Analytical Study

Dr. Maher bin Abdulaziz Al-Shebl
Department of Aqidah and Contemporary Credal Schools, College of Sharia,
Qassim University
m.alshebl@qu.edu.sa

Abstract: The Protestant schism from Catholicism opened the way for unprecedented
religious criticism and dismantled the notion of infallibility in the monopoly of religion. This
rupture gave rise to new churches and diverse sectarian traditions, accompanied by the
emergence of novel religious concepts and terminology intersecting with civilizational
achievements, scientific discoveries, and philosophical developments. Within these profound
theological and intellectual transformations, European society became divided in its pursuit of
the essential meaning of religion, questioning what belongs to its core and what is merely
incidental or peripheral. Such inquiries naturally followed the opening of religious critique and
the ascendancy of secular ideas, making the question of the essence of religion central to
modern Protestant theological debates. This study examines how the concept of religion was
reshaped and developed in the modern era within Protestant thought. It provides a critical
analysis of the problems and outcomes generated by these transformations, arguing that such
responses are context-bound, confined to the particular circumstances of the Western
environment, and cannot be generalized.

The study concludes that Schleiermacher’s redefinition of religion constituted an attempt
to preserve it at a time when Western man was questioning the relevance of a faith increasingly
at odds with science and modernity. Nevertheless, the solutions proposed by Protestant
theologians amounted largely to the incorporation of secular and liberal concepts into Christian
theology. Consequently, philosophers of religion came to treat religion as an abstract natural
phenomenon, conflating revealed religions with humanly constructed ones.

Keywords: Religion, Protestantism, Philosophy of Religion.
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