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The Hadiths of the Speaking Wolf

An Objective Critical Study

Dr. Fahad bin Saad bin Fahad Alruzayhan

Associate Professor of Sunnah and Its Sciences, Department of Fundamentals of Religion,
College of Sharia and Islamic Studies, King Faisal University

falruzayhan@kfu.edu.sa

Abstract

This study, entitled “The Hadiths of the Speaking Wolf: An Objective Critical Study”,
addresses one of the prophetic narrations classified among the extraordinary reports found in
the Sunnah, which has provoked discussion and objections among some later and
contemporary scholars. The research focuses on collecting the narrations related to this incident
from their primary sources, tracing their transmission routes, examining their chains of
narration according to the methodology of the hadith critics, analyzing their contents, and
assessing their overall authenticity. It also explores the most prominent hadith-related and
rational objections raised against them.

The study concludes that the story is established in its essence, and that the criticisms directed
at it are generally weak, inconsistent, and lack solid scholarly foundations. Moreover, the
Qur’an itself records parallels to such occurrences-such as the speech of the ant, the hoopoe,
and the glorification of the mountains-which reinforces the possibility of this event from both
a rational and scriptural perspective, and affirms its coherence with the evidences of
prophethood and miraculous occurrences. The research recommends greater scholarly
attention to narrations deemed intellectually “unusual,” and emphasizes addressing the doubts
surrounding them through a rigorous critical approach that harmonizes sound transmission with
balanced rational analysis.

Keywords: Hadiths — Wolf — Speaking — Hadith Criticism — Proofs of Prophethood —
Miraculous Occurrences.
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