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The Terms “Trustworthy, Truthful but Not an Authority,” “Trustworthy
but Not an Authority,” and “Truthful but Not an Authority” And Their
Implications According to " Imam Uthman ibn Abi ShaybH"

An Applied Study

DR. JAMILA BINT MANIEA BIN UNAITULLAH ALHARBI

Associate Professor, Faculty of sharia and law, Department of Islamic Studies,
Al Baha University

gmanee@bu.edu.sa

Abstract: The current research examines the terminological expressions (Thigah Sadiq Wa-
Laysa Bi-Hujjah, Thigah Wa-Laysa Bi-Hujjah, Sadiiq Wa-Laysa Bi-Hujjah) and their
semantic implications in the critical methodology of Imam ‘Uthman ibn Abi Shaybah. The
research employs an inductive approach to identify narrators characterized by these descriptive
phrases, conducting critical analysis of their applications, comparing his assessments with
those of other hadith critics, and providing weighted conclusions. Each narrator's entry is
prefaced with biographical information as transmitted by Imam ‘Uthman ibn Abt Shaybah
himself. The study encompasses eight narrators described using these terminological
expressions. The findings demonstrate that Imam “Uthman ibn Abi Shaybah did not employ
these phrases to denote categorical impairment. Rather, he utilized them to convey nuanced
meanings that predominantly revolve around the category of acceptability. The principal
significations include: hesitation between the ranks of thigah (trustworthy) and sadiiq (truthful),
whereby the expressions may denote either general authentication without attaining the status
of "authoritative narration" (hujjah), or the confirmation of moral probity (‘adalah) coupled
with deficiency in precision (dabt). Thus, it becomes evident that his statement "wa-laysa bi-
hujjah" (and not authoritative) does not relegate the narrator to the category of the weak, but
rather expresses a precise evaluation of the level of retention and evidentiary authority. And
Allah knows best.

Keywords: "Uthman ibn Ab1 ShaybH — Not an Authority — Trustworthy, Truthful — Truthful
but Not an Authority"
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Aham almasadir walmarajie

1. Ibn Ab1 Hatim: Abta Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Idris al-Razi. al-
Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil. Haydar Abad al-Dakkan. Tab‘at Majlis Da’irat al-Ma arif al-‘Uthmaniyya.
Bayriit: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi. 1271 H

2. Ibn Abi Khaythama: Abii Bakr Ahmad ibn Zuhayr. al-Tarikh al-Kabir al-ma‘raf bi-Tarikh
Ibn Abi Khaythama. Tahqiq: Salah ibn Fathi Hilal. Tab‘a 1. al-Qahira: al-Fartiq al-Haditha li-
1-Tiba‘a wa al-Nashr. 1427 H.

3. Ibn Hibban: Abu Hatim Muhammad ibn Hibban ibn Ahmad ibn Hibban al-Busti. al-
Thigat. Supervised by: Dr. Muhammad ‘Abd al-Mu ‘1d Khan. Tab‘a 1. Haydar Abad al-
Dakkan: Da’irat al-Maarif al- 'Uthmaniyya. 1393 H.

4. Ibn Hibban: Abii Hatim Muhammad ibn Hibban ibn Ahmad ibn Hibban al-Busti. al-
Majriihin min al-Muhaddithin. Tahqiq: Hamdi1 ‘Abd al-Majid al-Salafi. Tab“a 1. al-Riyad:
Dar al-Sumay ‘1. 1420 H.

5. Ibn Hajar: Abu al-Fadl Ahmad ibn ‘Al ibn Hajar al-*Asqalani. Taqrib al-THdhib. Tahqiq:
Muhammad ‘AwwamH. Tab‘a 1. Siiriya: Dar al-Rushd. 1406 H.

6. Ibn Khallaftin: Abii Bakr Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. al-Mu‘allim bi-Shuyiikh al-Bukhart wa-
Muslim. Tahqiq: ‘Adil ibn Sa‘d. Tab‘H 1. Bayrut: Dar al-Kutub al- IlmiyH. (n.d.).

7. Ibn Sa‘d: Muhammad ibn Sa‘d ibn Muni® al-Zuhri. al-Tabaqat al-Kubra. Tahqiq:
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata. Tab‘H 1. Bayrit: al-Kutub al-"TimiyH. 1410 H.

8. Ibn Shahin: Abu Hafs “Umar ibn Ahmad ibn “Uthman ibn Ahmad al-Baghdadi Tarikh
Asma’ al-Thiqat. Tahqiq: Subht al-Samarra’1. Tab'H 1. al-Kuwayt: al-Dar al-SalafiyH. 1404
H.

9. Ibn ‘Adt: Abt Ahmad ‘Abd Allah ibn “Ad1 ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Jurjani. al-Kamil fi Du'afa’
al-Rijal. Tahqiq: ‘Adil Ahmad ‘Abd al-Mawjid & ‘Ali Muhammad Mu‘awwad. With
contribution from: ‘Abd al-Fattah Abt SinnH. Tab'H 1. Bayrit: al-Kutub al-‘IlmiyH. 1418 H
10. Ibn Faris: Ahmad ibn Zakartya al-Qazwini al-Razi. Ma‘jam Maqayis al-LughH. Tahqiq:
‘Abd al-Salam Muhammad Hartin. Dar al-Fikr. 1399 H.

11. abn alqaysarani, 'abu alfadl muhamad bin tahir bin ealii bin 'ahmad almaqdisii alshaybani,
dhakhirat alhifaz. tahqiqu: da. eabd alrahman alfiryawayiyi, dar alsalaf - alrayad, tul -1416
12. Ibn ManjiiyH: Ahmad ibn “Al1 ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim Rijal Sahith Muslim. Tahqiq:
‘Abd Allah al-Layth1. Tab‘H 1. Bayrit: Dar al-Ma‘rifH. 1407 H.

13. Abii Dawiid: Sulayman ibn al-Ash‘ath ibn Ishaq ibn Bashir al-Sijistani. Su’alat Abi
‘Ubayd al-Ajurri. Tahqiq: Muhammad ‘Alf al-Azhar. Tab‘H 1. al-QahirH: al-Fariq al-
HadithH. 1431 H

14. Abii Zur'H al-Razi: “Ubayd Allah ibn “Abd al-Karim ibn Yazid al-Makhziimi. Kitab al-
Du‘afa’. Tahqiq: Sa'di ibn MHd1 al-Hashimi. al-MadinH al-MunawwarH: ‘Imadat al-Bahth
al-‘Ilm1 — al-Jami‘H al-IslamtyH. 1402H.
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15. Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hanbal, Abii ‘Abd Allah al-Shaybani Su’alat Abt Dawud li-
al-Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal fi Jarh al-Ruwdt wa-Ta ‘dilihim. Tahqiq: Ziyad Muhammad
Mansir. Tab‘H 1. al-MadinH al-MunawwarH: Maktabat al- ‘Ulum wa-al-Hikam. /414 H.
16. Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hanbal, Abii “‘Abd Allah al-Shaybani. Min Kalam Ahmad ibn
Hanbal f1 ‘[lal al-Hadith wa-Ma rifat al-Rijal, riwayat al-Marwadhi. Tahqiq: Subht al-Badr1
al-Samarra’1. Tab'H 1. al-Riyad: Maktabat al-Ma‘arif. 1409 H

17. Ahmad Mukhtar ‘Abd al-Hamid ‘Umar. Mu jam al-LughH al- ‘ArabiyH al-Mu ‘asirH.
Tab‘H 1. ‘Alam al-Kutub. /1429 H

18. al-Azhar1: Abt Mansiir Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-Harawi. THdhib al-LughH.
Tahqiq: Muhammad ‘Awad Mur‘ib. Tab'H 1. Bayrit: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-"Arabi. 2001
CE.

19. al-Bukhari: Abui ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ismda Tl ibn I[brahim ibn al-MughirH). al-
Tarikh al-Kabir. Supervised by: Muhammad ‘Abd al-Mu ‘1d Khan. Haydarabad al-Dakkan:
Da’irat al-Ma‘arif al- 'UthmaniyH. (n.d).

20. al-Bazzar: Abtu Bakr Ahmad ibn ‘Amr ibn ‘Abd al-Khaliq al-‘Ataki. al-Bahr al-Zakhkhar
al-Ma ‘riif bi-Musnad al-Bazzar. Tahqiq: Mahfiiz al-Rahman Zayn Allah, ‘Adil ibn Sa‘d,
SabrT ‘Abd al-Khaliq. Tab'H 1. al-MadinH al-MunawwarH: Maktabat al-‘Ulim wa-al-
Hikam. 2009 CE

21. al-Tirmidhi : Muhammad ibn ‘Is4 ibn sawrh, al-Tirmidhi, Abi ‘Is4 (). al-‘ilal al-kabir.
tahqiq : Subhi al-Samarra’1, Abi al-Ma‘att al-Nur1, Mahmud Khalil al-Sa‘idi. T1. Bayriit :
‘Alam al-Kutub, Maktabat al-NHdH al- ArabiyH.

22. al-Juday* : Allah ibn Yusuf (1424h). tahrir ‘ulim al-hadith. T1. Bayriit : Mu’assasat al-
Rayyan. 1409H.

23. al-Jurjant : ‘Al1 ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Al1 al-Zayn al-Sharif. alt‘ryfat. T1. Bayrit : Dar al-
Kutub al-‘IlmiyH. 1403H.

24. aljwzjany : Abu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Ya‘qib ibn Ishaq al-Sa‘d1 aljwzjany. ahwal al-rijal.
tahqiq : Subhi al-Badr1 al-Samarra’1. Bayriit : Mu’assasat al-RisalH. 1405H

25. al-Jawhart : Abt Nasr Isma‘1l ibn Hammad al-Farabi. al-sihah Taj al-lughH wa-sihah al-
‘ArabiyH. tahqiq : Ahmad ‘Abd al-Ghafur ‘Attar. T1. Bayrit : Dar al-‘Ilm lil-Malayin.
1407H.

26. al-Khatib al-Baghdadi : Abii Bakr Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn Thabit. Tarikh Madinat al-Salam
wa-akhbar mhdthyha wa-dhikr qtanha al-‘ulama’ min ghayr Hliha wwardyha (al-ma‘rif bi-
tarikh Baghdad). tahqiq : Bashshar ‘Awwad Ma‘rif. T1. Bayrit : Dar al-Gharb al-Islamf.
1422H.

27. al-Khalili : Abi Ya‘la, Khalil ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad ibn Ibrahtm ibn al-Khalil al-
Qazwini. al-Irshad fT ma‘rifat “‘ulama’ al-hadith. tahqiq : Muhammad Sa‘id Idris. T1. al-Riyad
: Maktabat al-Rushd. 1409H
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28. al-Daraqutni : Abu al-Hasan ‘Al1 ibn ‘Umar ibn Ahmad al-Baghdadi .Su’alat al-Barqani
lil-Daraqutni riwayH al-Kuraj1 ‘anhu. tahqiq : ‘bdalrhym al-Qashgqari. T1. Bakistan : kutub
Khan Jumayli. 1404H.

29. al-Durays : Khalid ibn Mansiir. al-hadith al-Hasan li-dhatihi wa-li-ghayrih dirasH
istiqra’tyH naqdiyH. T1. al-Riyad : Adwa’ al-Salaf. 1426H.

30. al-DhHabi : Shams al-Din Abii Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman . Siyar A‘lam
al-nubala’. ishraf : al-Shaykh Shu‘ayb al-Arna’at. t3. Mu’assasat al-RisalH. 1405H.

31. al-DhHabi : Shams al-Din Abtu Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman. mizan al-
i‘tidal f1 Naqd al-rijal Wa-yalthi Dhayl mizan al-i‘tidal lil-Iraqi. tahqiq : ‘Al Muhammad
Mu‘awwad wa-‘Adil Ahmad ‘bdalmwjwd. Bayriit : Dar al-Kutub al-‘IlmiyH1995M..

32. al-Sakhawi : Shams al-Din Abi al-Khayr Muhammad ibn ‘Abd-al-Rahman ibn
Muhammad ibn Abt Bakr. Fath al-Mughith bi-sharh Alfiyat al-hadith. tahqiq : ‘Alt Husayn
‘Ali. T1. Misr : Maktabat al-SunnH. 1424H.

33. al-Suyiti : ‘Abd-al-Rahman ibn Abi1 Bakr, Jalal al-Din. Tabaqat al-huffaz. T1. Bayrit :
Dar al-Kutub al-‘IlmiyH. 1403H.

34. al-Ajalt : Abu al-Hasan Ahmad ibn Allah ibn Salih al-Kiaifi. ma‘rifat al-thigat min rijal
HI al-‘Ilm wa-al-hadith wa-man al-du‘afa’ wa-dhikr madhahibHum wa-akhbaruhum. tahqiq :
‘bdal‘lym al-Bastawi. T1. al-MadinH al-MunawwarH : Maktabat al-Dar. 1405H.

35. al-Mizzi : Abi al-Hajjaj, Jamal al-Din Yusuf ibn ‘Abd-al-Rahman ibn Yusuf. THdhib al-
kamal ft Asma’ al-rijal. tahqiq : al-Dukttir Bashshar ‘Awwad, T1. Bayriit : Mu’assasat al-
RisalH.1418H..

36. al-nisa’1 : Abi ‘Abd-al-Rahman Ahmad ibn Shu‘ayb ibn ‘Al1 al-Khurasani. al-du‘afa’
wa-al-matrukiin. tahqiq : Mahmid Ibrahim Zayid. T1. Halab : Dar al-Wa‘y. 1396H.

37. al-Nawaw1 : Abu Zakartya Muhy1 al-Din Yahy4 ibn Sharaf. THdhib al-asma’ wa-al-
lughat. T1. Bayrit : Dar al-Fikr.1996M..

38. Mughaltay ibn Qalij ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Bakjart al-MisrT alhkry al-Hanafi. Ikmal THdhib
al-kamal fi Asma’ al-rijal. tahqiq : Abl ‘Abd-al-Rahman ‘Adil ibn Muhammad-Abi
Muhammad UsamH ibn Ibrahim. T1. al-Fariiq al-hadithH. 1422H.

39. Yahya ibn Mu‘in, Abt Zakariya ibn ‘Awn ibn Ziyad ibn Bastam al-Baghdadi. Tarikh Ibn
Mu‘in, riwayH al-Diri. tahqiq : D. Ahmad Muhammad Niir Sayf. T1. MakkH al-MukarramH
: Markaz al-Bahth al-‘Ilm1 wa-lhya’ al-Turath al-Islami. 1399H.
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