ey pojon 2o 5

LR (0 R et § il | TRt
(i 9001 e 1 ) e i) &l (3 et (o] o i)
g @ 587
M\glsu.uscﬁg‘sjj .3
AN T amale (el Jsaoly Byl A c2)Lal) 2ol wlat Sl

a-roooora@hotmail.com

Barbl oo Olde F p Biglas 18T (3 pasls e Grtandl g ol s Jols 1 palsendl
S el ad am Ul ondsnaly iy 4T Jbdy amgin 2als ) Oy asblial)l ) 2ol
polan Gl lysal jppdale Lol Wl e glly el il ) o iy (i) ety ol
2358 52 Ollnils 48 Loy ciielsy gl el Yalone cie il o5 opiely i auglas e
(gl Ll 3 Rglan jpiels Crall LSS ae s (3 e t)) bl bl Taloze ((5)sblna)
ool Sabota 3 5lin e (3 685 ane by (3,800 2JU) )05 o LIS Gll) o 2l | oS0
pad) Sbly LAVl (ASadly SISl pels mpe el L FW Bl 85 Blal) ) i)
& rblls DL 3 @I e ol slazsl o il opalan sy (L B8 el Sl
oz L Gl b Sloglas p13g ¢ S Ll al) pdals OUST 281 ST (aid) adBse Gshd (gl
Sllg) Sl caanlill jshasy gadl) Glodl cliel (o) il) 450 3l 3 Aozl G (L inmaseid) 23,0 O 3
SLLS aay anls .l sl sl oluldlly oS SL rezg) 28U ey 5p b 2l
bl Bl (3 85l 2,1 Sl Cadllly olsaYl cdgls gl o pad

A cggles (S (3 (e A ads OledS

[ (aY+ Y7 oo /2VEEY (Lina ) ((£) suadl (14) alal - sl sl - A yadl o glaldl Alona ]



mailto:a-roooora@hotmail.com

Gicuill pololl alao

A9 U9 - (agDIOUI LIl el Sil 40 Jubw (il 8y9190) :AUS O jHAOLD by Guiiuoll Amio

usoll ,lc gy 2000 iy Sg)i .
TSR 0 G o e

The Methodology of Orientalist Stephen
Humphreys in His Book: "Mu'awiya ibn Abi Sufyan:

From Arabia to Empire"

Presentation and Critique

Dr. Arwa bint Muhammad Al-uqla

Associate Professor, Department of Da'wah and Islamic Culture, College of Da'wah and
Fundamentals of Religion Umm Al Qura University

a-roooora(@hotmail.com

Abstract: This research examines the approach of Orientalist Stephen Humphreys in his
book "Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan: From Arabia to Empire." It aims to study his methodology,
analyze his views, and critique them. The researcher employed the inductive analytical method
and critical approach. The study reached several conclusions, most notably:
Humphreys projected contemporary ideological conceptions onto Muawiyah, considering him
outside the realm of legitimacy despite his status as a companion and caliph. Humphreys
described Muawiyah's rule as a shift towards an imperial model, disregarding the dimensions
of legitimate governance. While Humphreys acknowledged Muawiyah's conquests, his account
was not without subtle criticism, such as downplaying Muawiyah's direct military capabilities.
Humphreys treated Muawiyah as if he were on trial based on late historical sources, ignoring
the principles of understanding companions within their historical context.
Humphreys' methodology was characterized by repetition, skepticism, bias towards the
narratives of opponents, and the inclusion of questionable stories. He carefully selected his
sources, relying heavily on al-Baladhuri for genealogy and al-Tabari for history to strengthen
his critical stance. However, Humphreys' book lacked structural coherence and presented
information that was not novel, making it more akin to a personal perspective than a scholarly
work. Humphreys adopted a selective reading of history that overlooked chronological context
and the development of concepts, favoring late sectarian narratives.
The researcher recommends that scholars interested in Islamic thought and Oriental studies pay
attention to the importance of studying and critiquing the writings of Orientalists on various
historical figures, events, and situations in Muslim history.

Keywords: methodology, Orientalist, book, Muawiyah, critique.
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