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Distinguishing Ijtihadi Opinion from Sharia Ruling:
An Intellectual Analysis of the Prophet's Advice to

Buraidah ibn al-Husayb
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Abstract: This research addresses the distinction between ijtihadi opinion and legal

ruling in light of the prophetic advice to Buraida ibn al-Husayb. It aims to clarify the nature of
the relationship between ijtihadi opinion and legal ruling according to the prophetic advice to
Buraida, relying on the deductive and critical methodologies. The researcher reached several
conclusions, the most notable of which are: the prophetic advice to Buraida carries important
signals regarding dealing with ijtihadi issues and differing matters, and provides guidance for
approaching ijtihadi rulings with humility and without absolute certainty in correctness. There
is a fundamental difference between God's ruling and the ruling of the mujtahid, as God's ruling
is definitive and ,while the mujtahid's ruling is speculative and subject to critique. Failing to
distinguish between them leads to jurisprudential and legal issues. Ijtihad relies on the exercise
of reason in understanding and applying legal texts in reality, and cannot be described as a
ruling from God; it is a human effort that is open to being right or wrong. Ijtihadi results are
speculative and not definitive, and they accept critique, review, and change based on evidence
and proof, making them subject to development and improvement. Moreover, what a person
reaches through their ijtihad cannot be correct in all circumstances, as it is a human effort that
is subject to error and correctness, requiring continuous review and evaluation. The researcher
recommended further studies related to the distinction between legal rulings and ijtihadi
opinions, along with practical applications for some issues related to contemporary
developments.
Keywords: distinction, opinion, thought, ijtihad, legal ruling, advice.
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