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Benefiting from Jurisprudential Differences

in Crowd Management during the Hajj Season

Dr. ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Husayn bin ‘Abd Allah al-Mawjan
Associate Professor, Department of Figh, College of Shari‘ah, Umm al-Qura University

ahmojan@uqu.edu.sa

Abstract:

This research addresses the issue of utilizing jurisprudential (figh) differences in
the management of crowds during the Hajj season. The significance of this topic lies in
its connection to the pilgrimage, which is one of the pillars of Islam and brings together
millions of Muslims from different parts of the world at the same time and place. This
massive gathering poses a complex organizational challenge for the authorities
responsible for crowd management.

The study seeks to answer the following question: How can jurisprudential
differences be utilized in managing crowds during the Hajj season? The aim is to identify
the figh differences that can facilitate the movement and transportation of pilgrims and to
make use of these differences in crowd management.

To achieve this, the researcher employed the descriptive—deductive method as the
most suitable approach to fulfill the study’s objectives. Among the findings of the
research is that leveraging the jurisprudential differences among Islamic schools of
thought represents an effective means to achieve flexibility and organization in crowd
management during Hajj. This approach allows for distributing the performance of rituals
across different times without compromising the validity of worship, while fulfilling the
Shariah objectives of ease and the removal of hardship, and preserving the safety of
pilgrims and the smooth flow of movement in the sacred sites.

For example, redirecting some pilgrims to a different miqat (entry station) or
designating an alternative miqat parallel to the original one, when required for
organizational reasons, is considered permissible under Shariah in cases of necessity to
facilitate crowd management. The research includes further similar findings.

Keywords: benefit — jurisprudential differences — crowds — Hajj
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