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The Sufi Doctrine of the Abdal in Light of the

Teleportation Hypothesis

A Ciritical Analytical Study

Dr. Hayam Abass A Mahmoud
Associate professor of Islamic Theology - Department of Contemporary Schools of
Thought, Qassim University
H.Mahmoud@qu.edu.sa

Abstract:
This study explores the connection between the Sufi concept of the Abdal (spiritual
substitutes) and the scientific hypothesis of quantum teleportation, analyzing both as
expressions of instantaneous transfer that transcend time and space. While one belongs to
Sufi spirituality and the other to quantum physics, their comparison offers insights into
how metaphysical and scientific views can intersect in explaining extraordinary
phenomena.

The research emphasizes the importance of maintaining Islamic theological identity
when engaging with modern scientific theories-embracing ideas that align with faith and
critiquing those that contradict the belief in God’s absolute power. It raises questions such
as whether space-time flexibility and quantum entanglement could reflect Qur’anic
notions of universal interconnectedness.

Using analytical, critical, and comparative methods, the study concludes that the Sufi
process of substitution can be viewed as a divinely enabled instantaneous transition,
similar to teleportation, occurring as a form of karamah (miraculous event). These
phenomena, according to the Qur’an, happen through Divine will that transcends human
laws, not through physical mechanisms.

Keywords: Abdal, quantum teleportation, space-time, Quantum Entanglement, Belief.
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