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Administrative Investigation Authority of the Oversight and Anti-Corruption Commission
((An applied foundational study))
Dr. Abdulmajid bin Rashid bin Saad Al-Shabrami
Investigator at the Oversight and Anti-Corruption Authority

Abstract: The research discusses the topic of administrative investigation by the Oversight and Anti-
Corruption Authority — An Applied Foundational Study study in the Saudi Law. The study’s
importance lies in that the disciplinary investigation conducted by the authority with the public
employee ensures protection against any infringement on his work rights, while giving him the chance
to defend himself. Moreover, administrative investigation allows the authority to act based on accurate
information and refrain from injustice, which impacts the employee and inevitably reduces their
performance, reflecting on the general facility’s progress. The study includes two parts - the first part
discusses the nature of administrative investigation, and the second part discusses the jurisdiction of the
oversight and anti-corruption authority in administrative investigations. The conclusion contains the
most important findings and recommendations. The research found that the oversight and anti-
corruption authority has jurisdiction to conduct an administrative investigation based on article five of
the Employee Discipline Regulations and Article twelve of the Professional Discipline Regulations. An
administrative investigation is a crucial procedure invoked by the oversight and anti-corruption
authority when there is proven negligence, omission, or violation of a regulatory stipulation by a public
employee. Furthermore, the administrative investigation conducted by the oversight and anti-corruption
authority precedes the referral of the violating employee to authorities responsible for identifying and
conducting criminal investigations. Recommendations suggest that disciplinary violations have their
respective regulations in the Kingdom; however, it is recommended that all regulations related to
disciplinary violations be compiled into one unified system. Additionally, the modern approach the
regulator in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has taken for disciplinary violations, represented by
implementing the principle, "No disciplinary violation except by a text", is seen as difficult, if not
impossible, to apply in disciplinary cases due to the challenge of listing all actions necessitating
disciplinary measures, given the difficult-to-categorize nature of disciplinary violations.
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