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Summary of the research:

Social networking sites and their impact on spreading orientalist thought, and ways to
counter it.

Dr: Ali Dakhil Allah Dakhil Al-Saedi

Assistant Professor of Dawah and Islamic Culture at Umluj University College / University
of Tabuk.

the contents of Orientalist thought, to identify its most important negative cultural effects on the
awareness of Muslim youth, to clarify youth interactions with social networking sites with it, and to
demonstrate successful methods in using social networking sites for the purpose of confronting
Orientalist thought. The researcher used the descriptive and inductive approach, and reached the results
of the research, including: the features of the interactions of Muslim youth with the contents of
Orientalist thought; False hatred against religious people, stirring up convictions about an alternative
Islam, questioning Islamic facts and constants, re-understanding the Qur’an, critiquing the reliability of
the Prophetic hadith, alienating concepts and values, interacting with the intellectual left, emergence
and support of feminist liberation movements, the spread of waves of atheism, and ridicule of Islamic
rituals. The most dangerous effects of Orientalist thought were evident through social media. By
penetrating the consciousness of the elite, revolutionizing the intellectual debate among Muslim youth,
framing Western research methods, neutralizing Islamic knowledge methods, normalizing freedom of
opinion and expression, and merging ritualism with religiosity. The youth affected by Orientalist
thought are the adolescent youth, the expatriate youth from their homeland, and the extremist youth.
The impact of the use of social networking sites in the face of Orientalist thought is evident; In
reviving individual responsibility in knowledge and culture, developing the queen of Islamic thinking
and its methods, activating the social analysis method, developing moral values, and developing
advocacy discourse in the electronic press.

The researcher recommended tracking and monitoring the manifestations of contemporary Western
penetration of the Arab and Muslim mind through the media and social networking sites, and
monitoring the Orientalist ideas that were promoted by some social networking sites and produced in
intellectual templates, to distinguish between what is acceptable Muslim thought and what is profitable
orientalist thought.

Opening words: Impact - networking sites - youth - Confront - Orientalist thought
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