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Abstract
Averting undue takfirin the Sunnah:An objective Hadith study
Dr. Khaled bin Abdul Aziz Aba Al-Khail

Associate Professor at the College of Sharia and Islamic Studies - Qassim University

Takfir,which means a ruling to excommunicate/remove a Muslim from Islam, is one of
the most serious matters as it impugns a person's belief and detracts from the validity of
his Islam. That is why Islamic Sharia ensured that such a ruling may only be issued under
the strictest of circumstances.

In fact, both the holyQur’an and the prophetic Sunnah are replete withtextsthat incriminate
and sternly warn against issuing a ruling of takfir based upon invalid grounds.

| have repeatedly mentioned,in the topics of which this research paper is composed,
prophetic traditions that threaten whoever issues such a ruling lightly that the charge will
revert to him as in the prophet’s saying "If a man says to his brother, O Kafir (disbeliever)!
Then surely one of them is such”. The prophet even equated making such a charge without
valid grounds to the crime of murder.

The holy Qur’an and the prophetic Sunnah also prohibited the preludes conducive to takfir,
such as the prohibition of takfir based upon appearances and even urged Muslims to fight
takfiris and promised great heavenly rewards for those who wage such a noble fight.
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