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Whoever Acquired Some Sciences
But Has Not Attained the Rank of Ijtihad, and
Its Impact on: Issues of Imitation and Consensus
(Inductive and Descriptive Study)
Dr. Makhlid Bin Mays Al-Dhafeeri
Assistant Professor, Department of Usul Al-Figh,
College of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Qassim University
Abstract
The research problem of this study is to find out the fundamentalists’ opinions and their divergent sayings
regarding the issues of Taqlid (imitation) and Ijma” (consensus). In this research, | adopt the inductive
approach in tracking the fundamentalists’ statements regarding these issues, while the descriptive and
analytical approach is used in explaining the evidential aspect of fundamentalists for evidencing the issues
of imitation and consensus. This study aims to examine the fundamental issues related to the impact of
imitation on ljtihad (legal reasoning and discretion) and Ijma” (consensus), and clarify the ranks of
imitators and diligent scholars (Mujtahids).
Among the valuable and most significant findings that I concluded through this research are the
following:
- Regarding sciences, people are either an ordinary person, or a scholar who has not attained the rank of
Ijtihad, or a Mujtahid. There are two types of Mujtahids: an absolute Mujtahid, and a Mujtahid in specific
art like a scholar who has attained the rank of Ijtihad in the science of inheritance.
- The ordinary person should imitate the Mujtahid, and it is not allowed for an absolute Mujtahid to
imitate others if he has exercised Ijtihad on a certain issue and reached a ruling thereon, but it is allowed
for him to imitate others before he exercises Ijtihad on issues and reaches their rulings.
- It is allowed for a Mujtahid in specific art to imitate other Mujtahids, and it is allowed for him to exercise
Ijtihad in that art and issue Fatwas accordingly.
- The ordinary person is not considered in refuting or establishing the consensus, while the absolute
Mujtahid has an influence on refuting or establishing the consensus.
- The scholar of Usul Al-Figh, who has not attained the rank of Ijtihad, does not affect the consensus, and
if the Figh scholar who is knowledgeable about the branches has not attained the rank of Ijtihad, he would
not affect the consensus.
- One of the conditions for influencing the consensus is to attain the rank of Ijtihad in principles and
branches.
Keywords: Usul Al-Figh (Principles of Figh), Taglid (Imitation), Imitator, Rank of Ijtihad, Fundamental,
Ijma’ (Consensus).
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