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Elements of the crime of pollution of the environment and provisions of criminal
liability of the legal person

Prepared by Dr
Taha Othman Elmaghraby

Assistant Professor of Criminal Law Department of Law - College of Administration
and Humanities

Mustagbal University /Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

The environment is exposed daily to severe pollution and continuous deterioration, which
threatens most living organisms in the form of serious damage. This led us to look into the
criminal responsibility of moral persons for polluting the environment, to determine the
extent of responsibility of the moral person individually or with others. Legal jurisprudence
is relatively late in addressing the legal problems posed by threats to the environment,
especially after Chernobyl reactor had exploded. The world has determined that
encroachment on any part of the world has implications for the rest of the world, leading to
the loss of millions of people — whether in food or health - as in the Hiroshima disaster.

The environment is spoiled by rotten pesticides and air pollution. Forests are dying;
breeds are extinct; natural balances are disintegrating; new diseases have emerged. We do
not know the causes of these diseases. Instead of suckling milk, children are breastfed spoiled
milk. It is a human right to live in a healthy environment with the right to a fair share of
natural resources and environmental services.

The determination of the criminal responsibility of the moral person is the inevitable
solution to the legislative deficiency that determines personal responsibility only. The
criminal responsibility of the moral person is a turning point in criminal law. Moral persons
have become a legal fact in the crime of pollution of the environment, especially as their

growth has increased, prompting the legislator to accept their criminal responsibility.
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