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Abstract:

Humanizing research methods in the study of religion in Western Thought: a Critical Islamic
Study

Prof. Khalid bin Abdul-Aziz bin Muhammad al-Saif

Qassim University, College of Shari‘ah& Islamic Studies, Department of Islamic Doctrine &
Contemporary ldeologies

Western studies are interested in the study of religion and related issues. However, the
methodology adopted in these various studies is influenced by the Western materialistic view.
Consequently, several sciences such as sociology and psychology interfere in the Western study of
religion. The present research attempts to investigate the main premises behind the western study of
religion and how it tends to study religion like any other human science, without taking into account
the divine aspect of religion. In addition, the current research discusses the validity, reliability and
shortcomings of this methodology

Keywords: humanizing religion, philosophy of religion, religion
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