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"Primacy of Metaphor over Commonality'* Rule and Applications among Fugaha &
Explainers

Adam Nouh Al-Qudah
Professor, Figh Department, Yarmouk University
Haroun Nouh Al-Qudah

Associate Professor, Usul Addin Department, The World Islamic Sciences and Education
University

Abstract: This study addresses one of the denotation rules in Figh Fundamentals i.e. the primacy of
metaphor over commonality so as to highlight its meaning, explain its words and demonstrate
scholar's opinions. The study also collected examples of the rule in use from Figh and Koran
explanation books using the descriptive approaches.

This study revealed that the rule describes a situation when an explainer becomes undecided about
the meaning of a multi-denotation word, and there were two probabilities: first: the word has multiple
true meanings second: the word has one true meaning and many metaphors; as none of the
probabilities overweighs the other, then the second probability is the strongest.

Al Fakhr Al Razi in his book "Al Mahsul™ was the first to set up this rule besides other similar rules
and to demonstrate its proof. However, a number of Figh fundamentalists from different scholar
communities accepted the rule as accurate except Al-Amedi in his work "Montaha Al Sul”. We can
confirm that Al-Amedi's argument is overweighed (poor) considering the underlying propositions and
related debates.

On the application side, there are many examples of the application of the rule in the Figh and Koran
explanation works; sometimes the rule is used as preponderance of the different meanings of the

sharia legal texts; and in others applied to understand the narrative of Jurists mujtahideen and authors.

Keywords: Metaphor, Commonality, Denotations
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