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Arrangement of Verses And Suras in The Holy Qur'an

Its Jurisprudential Ruling Between Being Divinely DeterminedDivine And
Being Ijtihad & Its Effect on Rules of Writing And Reading

Dr. Ali Bin Thurian Al Jaafari Al Enezi

Associate Professor of The Interpretation and Sciences of the Qur'an in the Faculty of Sharia &
Islamic Studies, Kuwait University

Abstract

This research discusses and interpret an important issue that has been extremely worsen and needs
to be elaborated and interpreted. It is the jurisprudential ruling of the arrangement of Verses and Suras in
the Holy Qur'an and whether its divinely determined that is not allowed to interfere with any change and
must be committed in Writing and Reading? Or is it a human ljtihad that belongs to the previous
companions of the prophet who wrote the Holy Qur'an in its sheets before him, the messenger of Allah
(Allah's Blessings and Peace Be Upon Him) and when they collected it altogether in one unit during the
rule of Abi Bakr Al Siddig (May Allah be pleased with him), with mentioning the rules and methods of
writing and reading that result from that opinion. The research consists of an introduction, two sections
and a conclusion that includes results and a list of references and sources. The most outstanding results
of the research are as follows:

— The arrangement of verses in suras is determine by the prophet (Allah's Blessings and Peace be
upon Him) in accordance. However, it is a direct guidance from Jebril (Peace be Upon Him) to the prophet
(Allah's Blessings and Peace be upon Him), with no contradiction with anyone in this concern. This needs
the arrangement of verses and the violation of this arrangement is forbidden in whether by anastrophe or
change. This includes writing the whole or some of the Holy Qur'an, including reading during the prayer
or in general. The ascertained opinion in the arrangement of suras in The Holy Quran is that the
arrangement of some suras is divinely determined, which is the least found, while others are based upon
ljtihad, which is the most found. The standard of arrangement of suras arranged divinely is what became
famous of the reading of the prophet (Allah's Blessings and Peace be upon Him), so of which reading has
come arranged, it is arrangement is judged by being divinely determined, and what did not come ordered,
is judged by the companions' Ijtihad in its order. This opinion implies combining and adaptation among
the evidences of the two doctrines. That is, its application is worthier than its negligence, with indication
that the Ijtihad in arrangement is restricted by the Ijtihad of the first companions who gathered the suras
of The Holy Qur'an in one unit, and the nation has acknowledged it. Actually, it is not allowed to argue
by their Ijtihad in arrangement to permit Ijtiha nowadays for rearrangement of Qur'an's Suras.
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— The ascertained opinion in the arrangement of suras reading in the prayer and in general is that it
is not necessary to arrangement the suras in reading during prayer or in general, as well as the probability
of reading of suras in a different arrangement than the arrangement of the Holy Quran for the fact that
there is no real clear Hadith of the Prophet (Allah's Blessings and Peace be upon Him) stipulating the
disapproval of arrangement changing, then it is judged by being approved. What can settle this dispute in
this concern is the real clear Hadith of Huthaifa that ascertain this meaning. Then, changing the suras
arrangement during prayer and in general is not disapproved as long as The prophet (Allah's Blessings
and Peace be upon Him) did so, taking into consideration that the worthier is that the arrangement shall
be in accordance with the arrangement of The copy of the Holy Quran in arrangement to maintain its
coordination and arrangement, because if its arrangement is divinely determined, then it shall be followed
in accordance with the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (Allah's Blessings and Peace be upon Him), and
if its arrangement is based upon ljtihad, then it shall be followed in accordance with the deed of the rightly
guided Caliphs and the ancestors of the Islamic nation.

Keywords: Arrangement, Holy Qur'an, Divine determination, ljtihad .
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