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The Proofs for God’s Existence According to Ibn Rushd (Averroes)

In Light of the Creed of Ahl-us-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah
Dr. Khalid bin Abdul-Aziz al-Saif
Associate Professor
College of Shari‘ah & Islamic Studies
Department of Islamic Doctrine & Contemporary ldeologies

Qassim University

Abstract

Mentioning the evidences for God’s existence is made as a natural introduction to most theological
related topics, in that one proceeds from proving God’s existence to the rest of the other theological
topics. Since Abu al-Walid Ibn Rushd (Averroes) is considered the most significant Islamic
philosopher, who was the one who attempted to merge the Shari‘ah with philosophy, he examined the
evidences for God’s existence from two different angles of evidence; the first being the Shari‘ah based
evidences, while the second being the philosophical evidences. In addition, he did not suffice with this,
but rather went on to criticize the Kalamists in their reasoning for God’s existence and explained that
their way of reasoning does not lead to certainty. In this area, Ibn Rushd coincided with the doctrine of
Ahl-us-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah in some matters, while contradicting with them in others
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