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The Jurisprudent™ Differences Between Obligatory, and Voluntary Prayers in
the Maliki School of Thought

Dr. Nezar Ahmed Abdallah Alnewairy
Associate Professor of Aldawa and Islamic culture Department
Faculty of sharia and Islamic studies of Qassim University

Abstract. This study is entitled "the Jurisprudent” Differences between obligatory, and voluntary prayers
in the Maliki school of thought.

The study comprises an introduction, reasons for choosing the topic, its objectives, the problem of
the research, its objective limits, terminology and the methodology; it has been divided into three
sections.

Section One: It comprises the definition of jurisprudent differences, its importance and origin.

Section Two: It comprises the jurisprudent differences between the obligatory and voluntary prayers
in speech: seeking of refuge to Allah and starting with His name, asking Allah at the beginning of
prayers, reading a surah after the Fatiha, prostration verse, and reciting from the Holy Book.

Section Three: It comprises the imprudent differences between the obligatory and voluntary prayers
in deeds: contracting and loosening of clothes while praying, praying inside the Kaba (the holy house),
and prostration of inattentiveness.

Through this study preciseness of the Maliki school of thought and their ability to reason and detail
the differences between the obligatory and voluntary prayers appeared distinctly and one of the things on
which the Maliki scholars depend is that the voluntary is optional and the obligatory is compulsory and
what is pardonable in other situations and application of the principles of ‘activating it is prior to
negligence, and combination of the two evident is prior to functioning one of them, and preference of the
deeds of the Medina folks than news reported by singles'.

The study shows multiplicity of narration in the Malki school of thought that ranges between the
famous and the infamous, and most of the famous narrations are related by Ibnul-Gasim and known as
weighing. The poet says:

If the evident is strong

By them, it is called the weighing

It is quite clear through the study that the difference between obligatory and voluntary prayers
rotates around the famous and the weighing, and some Maliki scholars give priority to the famous rather
than to the weighting, such as Al-Adawi and Al-Mazri while some of them give priority to the weighting,
such as Al-Murtadha in Ibnul-Arabi, Al-Girafi, and Al-Ajhure. The poet says:

If the famous contradicts the weighing

The later will be prevailing

Finally, the researcher recommends necessity of investigating the works of the old authors and
encouraging researches approaching jurisprudent differences in order to make researchers able to grasp
the facts of jurisprudence.
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