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A Critical Study of Ibn Hazm’s Response on Ibn AlNagrilah the Jew

Dr. Abdurrahim Khairullah Omar Ash-Shareef
Associate Professor in Exegesis and Qur'anic Studies
Deputy of the Dean of Ash-Shari‘a Department
Zarqa University, Jordan

Abstract. Ibn Hazm Al-Andalusi has occupied the central point of research due to his unique critical
personality and encyclopedic knowledge in various disciplines. He was renowned by his pioneering
arguments about Islamic jurisprudence and the accuracy of his religious critiques of the followers of other
sects and creeds. Accordingly, he was acknowledged as the founder of the science of comparative
religion. Nevertheless, few of those who embark upon defending the Holy Qur’an have ever
acknowledged the effort of Ibn Hazm in his response on the Andalusian Vizier Ibn AlNagrilah the Jew.

This later one had raised eight allegations and misconceptions about the Quran. Therefore, this study
aims to shed light on that response in terms of presentation and critique.

The study consists of two sections: theoretical and applied. In the theoretical section, both
introduced to each of lbn Hazm and Ibn AlNagrilah were introduced. In the applied section, the
researcher included the most salient arguments and critiques in Ibn Hazm’s response on Ibn AlNagrilah.

Then the conclusion which involved the results of the study and is recommendations.

The research concluded that Ibn Hazm's response on AlNagrilah contained plentiful of excellent
reasonable responses. Sometimes, these responses are marred by weakness - according to what has been
described in the study. Therefore, the researcher recommends that there is a necessity to show interest in
Ibn Hazm’s approach as described in his books and letters when defending the Holy Quran.

Keywords: Ibn Hazm, lbn AlNagrilah, allegations, misconceptions, Quran, comparative religion
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