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Nazarenes or Christians?
The Problem of Terminology

Dr. Abd Alrahman Ahmad Kayed Smadi
Assistant Professor of Creed and Contemporary Doctrines
College of Sharia and Islamic Studies
Qassim University

Abstract. This research study uses comparative analysis between Christianity and Islam to examine the
terms, ‘“Nazarenes,” and, “Christians.” The study finds that the term “Nazarenes” originated from
Christians themselves who were from the city of Nazareth. It was then used to refer to a sect that was seen
as “distorting the faith,” with their most important distinguishing feature that they denied Christ, peace be
upon him, as a deity. The term “Christians,” on the other hand, originates from “Christ,” joining the
characteristics of divinity and humanity through the claim of reincarnation. It is used by those who wish
to distance themselves from the first term and adhere to the second.

From the Islamic perspective, the term “Nazarenes” is used to refer to one of two things:
originating from the city of Nazareth, or from the root of “support and aid” to Jesus peace be upon him.
As for the term “Christians,” most Islamic perspectives do not use this term because it is forbidden to
assign them to Christ, peace be upon him, or due to the difference in opinion between Nazarenes and
Muslims about Christ’s reality.

This study finds that the term “Nazarenes” is historically older, and it is the correct term to apply
to those who claim to follow the religion of Christ, peace be upon him. This is the same doctrine used in
the Holy Quran, and Muslim thinkers who came after its revelation.

Keywords: Nazarenes, Christians
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Guidelines for Authors

a) Conditions:
1. The paper must be innovative, scientific, well typed and in good style.
2. The paper must not be previously published, or sent to another press.
3. All received papers are to be refereed.

b) Instructions:

1. Researcher electronically sends his research on the interactive website http://journals.qu.edu.sa

2. The paper must be printed on single faced A4 papers, leaving 3 cm for each margin. The pages
of the paper should be sequentially numbered, along with numbering figures and tables (if
available).

3. The researcher must submit a summary of the research in Arabic and English, so that a word or
a single page of no more than words for (200).

4. The font type used for typing is Traditional Arabic, with the size of 20 pt for headings, 16 pt for
the main text and 14 pt for footnotes.

5. Write Quranic verses draw Mushaf Madinah

6. The paper must not exceed 50 pages.

7. Find researcher writes address, and the name of the researcher, address, and title of the scientific,
and the works in Arabic and English..

8. They are documented sources and references as follows:

a. Books: source or reference in the footnote, and put the number of the researcher footnote in
the right place, then puts footnote bottom of the page.

b. Periodicals: are documented in a footnote mentioning the title search and then rotating the
name, number and volume and page number.

9. Footnotes are placed underneath each page and be footnotes sequential numbering of the first
search comes to an end..

Example: The author mentioned in his Paper that he did'nt Stop at any one Saying this "...

10. Sources and references in the index starts by mentioning the full name of the book, then the
author, and year of death, and Publishing House, and the year of printing, as well as in
periodicals mention the title search, and the owner then the magazine name and number.

11. When a flag in the body of research or study, remember the year of death history AH if science
deceased example: (d. 260 AH), and if the foreign flags they write Arabic letters, and
parentheses in Latin letters, and mention the name in full upon receipt for the first time..

12. May not be re-publication of the journal Research in any other printed unless written permission
of the editor.

13. The author will be given two copies of the journal, along with 7 copies of his paper free of
charge.

14. Researcher committed to make adjustments set forth in the reports of the arbitrators, with
explanation unless amended.

15. The papers published reflect the opinions of their authors.
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Correspondence
All correspondence should be sent as the head editor of the magazine
Website: http://journals.qu.edu.sa
E-mail: qu.mgllah@gmail.com
Journal Phone: 00966163800050
Ext Editor: 8598
Secretary Ext magazine: 8597
Mobile: 00966593220358
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