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An analysis of Al-"1zz Ibn “Abdus-Salaam’s concept of legal interest through
his book “Principles of Rulings”

Dr. Mohammed Eriouiche
Searcher in Islamic legal theory
Teacher in Qu’arnic’s institute A-Ryad — Rabat.
Teacher of Arabic language in Sprachcaffe’ institute — Rabat.

Abstract. The present article is a methodological study of the concept of “the legal interest” (‘Al-
Maslaha’) in the work of Muslim scholar Al-"1zz Ibn “Abdus-Salaam. In his notable book "Principles of
Rulings and The Utmost Goal in Abridging the End" <lbn “Abdus-Salaam establishes his definition of
‘Al-Maslaha’ by reference to its function in Islamic legal theory. This <as this article will demonstrate ¢
means that “the legal interest” is a large framework into which Islamic objectives are clearly depicted ¢
and not just a set of arguments serving in the understanding of the rules of Shari’a. (‘Al-Maslaha’) is then
a methodology that describes and depicts the Purposes of Al shari’a. The following article advances also
that the concept of “Legal interest” cannot be reduced to the aim of producing theological rules. In fact ¢
the concept of “the legal interest” encompasses the relations between humans «and between and their
creator which makes it a wider concept.

This article will study the methodological function of ‘Al-Maslaha’ in the light of Principles of
Islamic jurisprudence.
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