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“The Question of Qura’nic Abrogation and the Attitudes of Contemporary
Islamic Scholars towards it: A Descriptive, Evaluative Study”

Abstract. This study examines the attitudes of the contemporary Islamic scholars towards the question of
abrogation in the Holy Qur’an. It first etymologically defines the term abrogation/annulment, traces its
origins and various stages of development in early Islamic studies and amongst early Islamic scholars,
underscores its significance then outlines its major constants and constitutives as those pioneering
scholars had conceived of them. Second, it posits the most important motives that prompted modern and
contemporary Islamic scholars to study the question of abrogation and publically discuss it. It further
shows the taxonomical methodologies of Qura’nic abrogation deployed by these modern scholars,
whether in their in various categorisations of the Qur’anic studies, their different interpretations of the
Holy Qur’an, the introductions and annotations they have written to early Islamic books on the subject, or
in their own original studies of the Qura’nic abrogation.

The study also classifies contemporary approaches to Qura’nic abrogation, approving and
disapproving, listing and discussing the arguments of each school and showing their various levels of
acceptance and/or rejection.

Finally, a casestudy of a modern approach is presented in Mr Abdul Mitaal Aljabri’s book,
Abrogation in the Islamic Sharia’ Law as I Understand It, and its sequel, No Abrogation in Al-Qur’an...
Why? The study outlines and discusses the main ideas and the bulk of evidence presented in both books.

The study concludes with further suggestions for ways of approaching the Qura’nic abrogation.
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