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An agreement for the elimination of all forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW)
- A study of criticism in the light of the purposes of Islamic law —

Dr. Arif bin Awad bin Abdul Al-Halim Al-Rikabi
Associate Professor of Principal of Jurisprudence
College of Sha'ria and Islamic Studies
Al-Qassim University

Abstract. Surely it had been found calls in the past — yet still they continue — aiming to destabilize
Muslim constants and set them into skepticism in their shari'a law. Especially the unity and strength of
Muslims are shown in the unification of their rituals. Those calls utilize different methods and means,
such as: conferences and conventions, which are focused on by some Western countries in recent times.
They were interested in holding them for multiple issues in which, the most important of all was the issue
of woman.

There had been several conferences organized on this matter, and then it developed into the issuance
of an agreement that obliges member states to implement its clauses. And its includes:

The Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women under the umbrella of the United
Nations.

This Agreement received intensive attention by many researchers in clarifying its breaches of the
Islamic shari'a law. And the breaches it contained were also clarified.

| thought it fit for me to make my own pitch in order to contribute by criticizing it in the light of the
purposes of Islamic law.

This is what | did not find anyone of the researchers has treated despite of a thorough search that
had been made, so that | will get an honor of serving the conclusive, complete and blessed shari'a.

The study seeks to realize the following objectives:

To show the general purposes of Shari'a in Islam and some legitimacies for women.

Highlighting the purposes of the law in cases that called for the (CEDAW) agreement to be
implemented or not.

To clarify the issues, matters and rulings hidden to many of those who criticize Islamic laws, and do
not understand the clearly purposes of the shari‘a because of their ignorance.

To show the contradictions and violations it contains towards the United Nations Charter itself, let
alone to legislations, customs and traditions prevailing in the world.

The study responds to defenders, adopters of the agreement, and those Muslim writers who call for
it, especially some of them had claimed that the agreement is not inconsistent with the purposes of
Islamic Shari‘a.

The research includes an introduction, a prelude, five sections, a conclusion and scientific indexes.

The study arrived at a set of findings the most important of which are:

1. The Basis on which the agreement work to eliminate all forms of discrimination against Women
(CEDAW), that means equality between men and women, and did not regard the differences between
women and men.
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2. The CEDAW agreement focused on woman's rights and did not talk about her duties, because it
was formulated in accordance with the reality of the life experienced by Westerners.

3. The agreement built up what it was called upon for, that is the rights for women, and that woman
is an individual and not a member of the family that integrates roles of its members, but in reality it
launched and made an atmosphere of hostility between men and women.

4. The agreement contradicted the United Nations Charter, which called for the respect of religions
and customs that prevail in communities, and called for the imposition of the form of Western life on the
rest of other nations.

5. The study showed that the agreement is contrary with the purposes of Islamic law in aggregate
and detail, it calls for the resorting to the United Nations and the implementation of its orders, but the
purpose of Islamic Shari'a is to achieve the worship of Allah the Almighty, docile and surrender to his
orders.

6. The study showed that the differences contained in some of Islamic rulings, in which women
differ from men, such as the difference between them in rights and duties commensurate with the
differences between them in creation, nature and functions.

My blessings and peace be upon our Prophet Muhammad and his family.
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