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Shura in our Tradition and in the Thought of Modern Intellectuals

Ismail mohamed Eissa Shaheen
Assistant Professor of Islamic studies - community college- Al-Imam Mohamed bin suad Islamic University

(Received 29/4/1429H.; accepted for publication 20/4/1431H.)

Abstract. This study shows the concept of Shura terminologically and etymologically. It also focuses on highlighting its advantages and
importance to the nation. Shura is an Islamic principle derived from Quran and the prophet's (Peace be upon Him) traditions. It shares
democracy and dictatorship in their advantages.

The study deals also with the differences between democracy and Shura and shows that Islam does not determine a specific form of
Shura because it takes different forms according to the spirit of the age to cope with the dictates of the age. The field of Shura is not
determined by specific rules in Quran , the prophet's traditions or Islamic scholars' consensus.

The study raises questions like: is the principle of Shura obligatory to the ruler or just to guide him in the decision-taking process? Or
is he allowed to act according to his personal views regardless of the consultation rendered to him by the consultants. Also, AlMoatazila's
views concerning this point, that of the Muslim philosophers and that of thinkers and intellectuals in the modern age are dealt with.
AlMoatazila believe that the ruler is strictly committed to follow the directives of Shura. A lot of Muslim philosophers like Ibn Sina and Abo
Hamid Alghazaly agree with them.

In the modern age, Muslim intellectuals disagree upon this matter. Some of them state that ¢ Shura is an obligatory principle to the ruler
and he must follow it even if it is not in line with his opinions while others claim that the ruler is not obliged to follow the consultation and
he is allowed to act according to his insight.

The study also points out the most important characteristics of those who are qualified to be the Shura consultants:

-justice

-knowledge

-Wisdom
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