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Legal Opinion Regarding the Conjoined Twins (Siamese Twins)

Dr. Fahad Abdulkarim R. Alsenidi
Assistant Professor of College of Islamic Sharia, Al-lmam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University

(Received 17/4/1432H; accepted for publication 6/6/1432H)

Abstract. Some conjoined twins live as long as same life expectancy any average person lives. The
bodily conjecture of twins have distinctive legal consequences, which may be detailed as follows:

o A brief introduction about the conjoined twins in terms of introducing the conjoined twins as
twins born & live congenitally; with our demonstration of some examples of their existence long back in
history to allow us to provide a comprehensive and clear envisagement about the issue.

o Clarifies the performance of the conjoined twins to their worships such as prayers, pilgrimage
etc.. both in characteristic and legal aspects as well as to show that ability and capability in both
obligatory and discretionary worships are fully observed.

o The legal opinion of physical acts performed by the conjoined twins whether on the advantage
or disadvantage of both of them or on only one of them; or physical acts being performed in a
contradictory thereof; with clarification of the legal opinion of Majlis preference (gathering preference)
regarding the financial transactions.

o Clarifies the legitimacy and non-legitimacy of the marriage of the conjoined twins either being
males or females as well as clarifies the legal opinion of their capacity as legatees or testators.

o Clarifies the criminal acts committed by one them against the other or against a third party in
light of the physical penalty resulted thereof- either being retributive (Qassas) or complementary
(Tatheer) punishments — in order to clarify the legal method that prevents the non- offender twin form
punishment and the type of punishment with clarification of the legality of implementation the
punishment if it is executed.

o Criminal act against the conjoined twins necessitates the enforcement thereof on the other twin
as well as clarification of the legal opinion of a crime being committed against a co-limb of the conjoined
twins.

Therefore, the major elements of this issue has been fully integrated as well as the legal
dimensions concerning thereof are clearly defined to the extent of the affect the conjoined twins exhibit.
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