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Dr. Faisal Bin Saeed Balamash
Associate Professor of Islamic Jurisprudence — Department of Islamic Studies
Faculty of Arts and Humanities — King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah

(Received 1/1/1433H; accepted for publication 18/4/1433H)

Abstract. This research examines the figh rulings related tothe elements of significantadequacy in
determining the level of poverty and what amount of Zakat that can be given to a single poor person in a
comparative jurisprudential study with some contemporary applications.

It is an issue of great importance as it underlies the proper allocationof Zakah moneyand its delivery
to the deserving people. Italsotreats a problem that always raises questions.

This study consists of an introduction, preliminaries, and five chapters.The research is concluded
with a conclusionthat contains the recommendations, followed by the reference list.

The introduction discusses the importance of the topic, the research methodology and plan, and a
review for previous related studies. The preliminariessection briefly differentiates between the needy
(miskeen) and the poor (fageer). The remaining chapters come are as follows:

Chapter 1: The level of richness which prevents the person from taking Zakah as a poor person.

Chapter 2: The figh rulingregarding giving a personwho is able to earn a living from Zakah.

Chapter 3:The amount that can be given to a single poor person from Zakah.

Chapter 4: Proving the status of poverty to assure that someone deserves Zakah.

Chapter 5: Elements of significantadequacy that make someone deserves Zakah. This chapter
contains four sections:

Section 1: Elements of the minimum adequacy limit that has been defined by the scholars.

Section 2: New contemporary elements that are to be considered as elements that may fall within the
adequacy limit.

Section 3:Conditions to enforce the poor to sell his surpluses before being considered deserving for
Zakah.

Section 4:Generalconditions and constraints on elements of adequacy.
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