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John Locke’s Concept of Tolerance in Light of Islam
Prof. Khalid bin Abdul-Aziz bin Muhammad al-Saif

Qassim University, College of Shari‘ah & Islamic Studies, Department of Islamic Doctrine
& Contemporary ldeologies

The concept of tolerance is central to Western thought. Western thought reached its end after
bitter political and religious wars that lasted for years. The English philosopher John Locke is
regarded as the most prominent thinker who has given such shape to tolerance that it has come to
be what it is today. Religion was his starting point as he made sure to separate politics from the
religious authority. While such topic has been problematic in the West it is not so in Islam. Many
of the commonalities arrived at in the West were not an issue for Muslim scholars simply because
it is clear and definite in the Islamic Shari’a, the Islamic Law. This research paper attempts to read
tolerance as outlined in John Locke’s thinking compared to what Islam states.
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