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Prepare
Dr. Ali bin Abdulrahman Al-Qarawi
Associate Professor, Department of Contemporary Belief and Doctrines
Qassim University - College of Sharia

Email:Kraaoie@qu.edu.sa

Research summary

This research includes the statement of the position of Sheikh Ibn Uthaymeen -May Allah have
mercy on him- from The Ash‘arites group in the matter of inference and attributes.

Ash‘arites are one of the cults that bucked the methodology of adherents of Sunnah (Ahl As-
Sunnah wa Al-Jama’ah) in this matter and they have widely expanded in the Islamic world
today. Several factors have contributed to the spread of this methodology in the Islamic world
today; the most important ones are:

Some of the largest scientific institutions in the Islamic world adopt the approach of this group.

Sheikh Ibn Uthaymeen has a clear attitude to this group especially in the approach of its
inference and its attitude to the attributes; summarized as follows:

The Sheikh believes that the Ash‘arites are considered to be Sunnis in the general sense; as they
are opposed to the renegade Shiites, but they are not considered adherents of Sunnah (Ahl As-
Sunnah wa Al-Jama’ah) in the special sense, yet his denial is intensified towards those who say
that they are not Muslims at all.

The Sheikh shows the invalidity of the Ash arites methodology of reasoning when they prioritize
the mind over transcription, and when they rejected the isolated hadiths in the matter of belief.

The Sheikh determines that the right mind can not contravene the correct transcription and sees
that what the Ash‘arites went to in this matter is just an illusion that has no truth in the reality of
the Shariah texts.

The Sheikh also shows the authenticity of the isolated hadiths in issues of faith and responds to
the Ash‘arites who claim that it only benefits the thought.

The Sheikh considered the Ash‘arites mostly similar to the divestors (Al Mu'attilah) in the
matter of the attributes, however, he stressed that they are even worse than the divestors in what
they proved; because they distracted the attributes from their intended meaning.



z,;leff,w:,@
(Y ev 2l [ ) €8y Bl ool ) ¥oay = YNy o o o(€) sl (1 £) Ml (rnndll dealx
Sl oI o e [

In his criticism of the Ash‘ari scholars, The Sheikh looks up the falsehood mentioned in their
articles and refutes them and disproves their say by audio and mental evidence without
mentioning their names often.

The Sheikh followed the way of justice with the Ash‘arites and others while judging them;
having neither reticence nor hypocrisy while telling the truth about them, and he wouldn't have
deemed a person to be an Ash‘arite unless they agreed to their inference origins, yet if someone
concurred to their say in issues, that doesn't mean to deem that person
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