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Study Summary

OMAR iBRAHIM M ALMOHAIMEED.DR
Associate Professor
College of Shariah

Qassim University, Saudi Arabia

Research Topic: Favoring a Good Virtuous Deed over a Better Virtuous Deed: the Reasons and

Applications According to Figh Scholars.

Research Obijectives: this study aimed at explaining the reasons for favoring a good virtuous deed
over a better virtuous deed; taking into consideration the situation, time, place, or the desired outcome.
Moreover, it shed some light on some figh applications in which a good virtuous deed was favored

over a better virtuous deed; so as to clarify the intended meaning behind this rule.

Research Methodology: the researcher combined both: the inductive method and the analytical

method.
Most Important Results: the researcher reached several results, the most important of which are:

In Shariah, there are good virtuous deeds and better virtuous deeds — as evidence from the Qur’an and
Sunnah indicates so. This distinction could be attributed to a number of factors, such as: the situation,
time, place, or the desired outcome. Basically, better virtuous deeds are favored over good virtues
deeds; same as performing obligatory acts of worship, the pillars of Islam, and other conditions which
are given priority over other voluntary acts of worship. However, there is a rule in Islam that an act
of worship that is limited to a certain time should be given priority over other acts of worship which

may be performed other time - if both acts of worship are of the same rank. In general, voluntary acts
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of worship whose benefits transcend to include more people are favored over those whose benefits
are limited to a few people and good virtuous deeds may be favored over better virtuous deeds in
certain cases. Nonetheless, in case of obligatory acts of worship (Ara: Fra’ed), they cannot be ruled
by a general ruling, but rather each case has its own ruling and better virtuous deeds are favored over
good virtuous deeds — in case of obligatory Fra’ed. There are some cases in which good virtuous
deeds are favored over better virtuous deeds — in case of obligatory acts of worship — but figh scholars
had disagreement over this issue. But mostly, in case of obligatory acts of worship — many scholars
agreed that better virtuous deeds are favored over good virtuous deeds; since better acts of worship
secure more reward. In sum, better virtuous deeds are favored over good virtuous deeds; but, in some
cases, good virtuous deeds may be favored over better virtuous deeds. Most importantly: V) when the
good virtuous deed is limited to a certain time; Y) when those good virtuous deed has certain
characteristics which are not available in the better virtuous deed; ¥) when prioritizing the better
virtuous deed may lead to a harm; ¢) when prioritizing the better virtuous deed contradicts the Sunnah;
) when performing the better virtuous deed is not accessible; 1) when the time of performing the
good deed precedes the timing of the better deed; V) if in waiting for the timing of performing the
better virtuous deed, the desired benefit may be missed; A) if the desired benefit may be achieved
through performing the good virtuous deed and performing the better virtuous deed may achieve a

surplus — in all these cases, performing the good virtuous deed is favored.

Afterwards, the researcher mentioned several applications in which the good virtuous deed favored
over performing the better virtuous deed and explained the reason behind each case.

Most Important Recommendations: at the end, the researcher recommend extrapolating the issues
in which the good virtuous deed favored over performing the better virtuous deed, compiling them in
one thesis and examining them from figh viewpoint, so that the issues will be examined and the
reasons behind each one will be inferred. The researcher also recommend publishing the results of

the research, holding meetings and seminars, and discussing them with muftis and those who issue
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fatwas and educating people on the cases in which performing the good virtuous deed is favored over

performing the better virtuous deed when legitimate reasons are verified.

Keywords: favoring, virtuous, obligatory, best, preferred.
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